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TEE OPERATIONS OF TEE 10th MOUNTAIN :DIYISIOI
OF MOUNT BELVEDEER, 38-28 FABRUARY 1945
{NORTE APENNINES CAMPAIGH) C
INTROIUCTIOR
This monograph covers the operaticas of the 10th Monatain Division:
on MOUNT BELYRDERE, ITALY, 18 - 26 Yebruary 1945, in the Norih lpomunu |
Campalgn.
he mouthern thrust of the Allied Eigh Commani'a huge pincers sove~ -
mont to the heart of Germmny had lapsed inte its longest perioed of
atalezate in 1ate October 1944, thirteen montha after the combined forces .
invaded Italy. (1}
®ha cempaign which hed atarted in NORYH AFRICA had progresssd to.
Italy on 9 September 1943 with simultanscus landings at SAIEENO by the
FIfth US Army and et TARANTO by elements of the British Eighth Arey,
both precedsd six days by the secondary effox$ of the British Bighth
Army scross the STRAITS OF MBESSYNA to the toe of Italy. Thers began %he
leng smd laborioms fight up the toe and hewl of Italy over high, rugged
und inhospitable moun: - ., -2ot NHAPLES and the VOLTURNO BRIVER %o the
harsh Wintar Iine ¢f i94S~44, BEven troops who had fought through North
Africa and Sicily becwms well indocirinated in the alogging slow movenens
cansed by the rain and mud, the raw, chiiling winds and suows ;af the
valleys and mountain heights,
®he ultimate success of the lmnding at ANZIO on 22 Janusry 1944 helped
break the Vinter lines and together, under 15th Army Group, ths two wrmies
poved to the north. ROME fell to the advance on 5 Jume and the ARNO RIVER,

160 miles further up the hoot was crossed in early august 1944, (2} (Ses

Map A)

{1} &=-2, p.88



A3 & result of the Allfed High Command‘s plan for landings in sonthern
France on 15 Angust 1944, 16th Army Group was drained of asny of ita veteran
di-vinian. {5} 4lso, the need for irained combat orgsnisations in the jow
sounteies of Barops, France and Germany, took its toll of the irmy's atrength.
It was apparsnt that Italy as an astive theater had become a secondary
offort. Howsver, continued attscks were planned and conducted which moved
the Allien from %he ARNO RIVAH line agsinst the Gothic line to within ﬂﬁnn
ailes of BOLOGKA. ‘ Inoreased eneay counterattscks from dominating terrain,
mounting supply problems, tired troops, and few rempining reserves caused
s halt to the ¢ffensive in Octobar 1944. (4) Buat with the advent of the
Brasilian Bxpeditionary Force and the as yet untested 10th Mountain Divisicn
1ats $n the year, the campaign was %o continue &t an increasing .sce in the
spring of 1945,

This ~eries of Allled thrusts through Italy was instrumsntal im holding
German trorps in Italy., It pravented any largs scale movement of enemy
troeps out of Italy %90 support the fast weakening lines on the Eussian
front or stop the steady flow of US and British treops sastward through
France into Germany.

THE GENERAL SITUATION

With the dawn of the new year, 15th Army Group foumd itself on the
northern siopes of the APENNINE MOUNTAI¥ RANGR. Its front lino was held by
Pifth Army disposed on the laft, stretching from the Ligurian Sea, aast
across the SHRCHIO RIVER valley, up over the jagged barrem mountaina o the
SENI0 RIVER several milas sast of the town of CASTEL VALSANIO. The British
Bighth Army vocupied the sastern sector with its right¥ flank anchored on

the ADRIATIC SEA, skirting tbe southern shores of LAEE COMACCHIO. {See Map B)

13 &-z, p. 87
{4) A2, p. 85




fh_ﬂ.-pnl}- aveniass of approach to BOLOONA and $he fertile PO VALIEY

© -cupable of darrying the advance of a highly mechaaised and motorised APmy

‘wound their way north under the direct surveillance of sn edemy who was L

deternined o hold the high ground at all cost. o
Opposing the Allied effort, General von Vietingheff, who had succeeded

General Zesnelring as Commander of irmy Group Soubhwest, hnd approximately
twenty-three German divisions anmd four Italian Pascist Divisioas. (5)
Marshell Grasisal, who commanded the Ligurian Army, was utilising -pﬁrniié '
nately half of these divisions iz ths west on the Fraanco-Itallanm rroﬁticr,-"..
while the remainder were guarding the rear areas from partisan actitit;;
The rest were split between Tenth and Fourteanth airmies, blocking the
approaches o the PO VALIBY in strong well developad positions astride the
main avemwss of mpprossh, Highways 12, 64 and 656. (See Map B) ~
During ‘the period of relative combat inactivity which commenced in late

October, 15th Army Group convermed itself with the tsak of rebabititating
its combat treops. Replacemgnts of personne) and equipment and the r_empp.lx
of ammmunition, food and clothing, together with rear area rast for the front
line units was of prime impertance. Plans were alsc drawn up that woald |
bring an end to the Italian war. Ia the final offensive %o De lennched with
ths coming of spring, it was planned to initiate a double penetration, one
by each army, to hreak out into the PO VALIAY, followad by a doubdbls envalop-
ment south of the PO RIVER and then & single push up the center of Italy to
the Goerman bosrdar. (Sas Map B)

2o Fitih Army fell the task of the western penetiration. (Ses Map B)
%he push would follow ths gensral iracae eutlined by the PANARO RIVER on
the weat flank and the EENO RIVER on the east flank., The cperation would

opan Highway &4 to the PO VALLEY. Fifth Aramy's IV Corps waa occupying

[E] Porsonal Information from General von vietinghoff




this ssctor in the center of the irmy area of remponsibllity. II Corpa
was on the right (eass) flunk mapintaining contact with the Bri_tilh. Righth
Azmy's XIIT Corps. 7The left {went) flank was heid by shs 924 Ixfantry
Division.

The key to Fifth Army's sdvance iv its assigned sone of sotion was

e
MOUNT BEIVEDREE, its twin pesk, MOUNT GORGOLRSCO, and the thres mile ﬁiﬁ S
saddle ridge Iine to MCURT DELIA TORRACCIA %o the mortheast. Froam the | \3
3736 foot MOUNT BEIVEDERR snd surroumdings, the Germans commanded obser= \
vation of Highway 64« ZThree attempts had alreaiy been made up the ;
epruwling slepae, only to be beaten bask by the wall srganissd defenses

on KOUNT BELVADEREE aupported by the protecting NOUNT MANCINELLO, MOUNT
SERRASICCIA, MOUNT CAFPEL BUSO, MOUN? PIZZO DI CaMPIARC ridgs line ssvezal
hundrad meters to the weat, This ridgs lins afforded the defending

Germany excellent obeervation and fields of fire of all approaches to ;‘1'_,
MOUNT BELVEDERS., This four mile ridge Ilime posed an equally important \
‘barrier, for i% rose from the bed of the DARDAGFA RIVAR %o a height of

4626 feet, the firat 1500 feat being almost & shesr rock face, It was
imporative that this ridge, known as RIVA BIDGE, bs captured bafore any
attempt could be made up MOUN? BRWVEDERE'S contrastingly gently rising
slopes. Tha plans for the spring offensive utilized the MOUNT BRLVEDERR

nass &% & springboard %o the 1’0~ YALIREY, I% had to be taken befora the

final push started.

DISPOSITIONS AND PLANG OF IV CORPS

As directed by Fifth Army's operational directives relative to da-
ceiving the anemy and keeping him uncertain about Allied futurs intentions,
and praventing him from withdrawing from the front, IV Corpa maintained

aggropeive, active patrolling amd raiding of the eonemy lines. (6}




Tssk Forcs 46, composed of converted Ad troops under command of the 45th
&k Brigada, (7}, had been aotively probing in their sector on the laft
{west) while ths Iet Brasilian Expeditionary Force was getting the feel
of front 1ine duty on the right (east). IV Corps right {sast] boundary
rested on thcﬁwﬂx and the 1aft {west) bonandary met the 924 In-
fantry Divialon & fe» miles east of BAGHI DI LUCCA. (Ses Map B)

AS a resuls of a shift in troops undes Fifth Army, in January, IV
Corps was assigned the 10%h Mountain Iafantry Division. On 28 Jaouary
1945, the division arrived in the Corps mector and was placed ander
control of Task Force 45, on its right (east} flank., This was the
largast aingle United States Armmy unit %o be received by Fifth Army
dering the second Italian winter, {8}

It was during the early days of IV Corps planning for the operatien
%0 clear the MOUNT BELVEDEEE mres in preparation for the spring offen-
sive, that Major Geuneral G. P. Eays, who commanded %he 10th ¥ountain
Infantry Division, suggested %o Major Gensral W. D. Crittenherger, IV
Corps Commander, the brilliant amd daring idea of scaling the MQUNT
MANCINKLIO, CAPPEL BUSO, PIZZ0 DI CAMPIANO ridge to insure frisndly con~
$rol of thim zzitical terrain, preaparing the way for the main assesult on
MOUNT BRLVEDERE, On the capable shoulders of Lt Colonel Hampton, commani-
ing the lst Battalion, 86th Mountain Infantry, fell the task of working
out the details of the plams. {9) For in his battalion was concentrated
the cream of the United States irsy mountaincers. Nsmss of woerld famous
rock climbers wers listsd on the rostsrs of theé batialion's companies.

The final Corps plans directed the 10th Hountain Infasntry Division to
geize and hold the RIVA RIDGE on D-1, and on D Day attack and seise the

NMOUST BEIVRDERE, MOUNT GORGOLESCO, MOUNT DELIA TORRAGCIA area, defend 1%

T7) &=6, p. &
(8) 4=6, po 37
(9] Statement of Captain Neidner, C.0., Co 4, 86th Mountain Iafantry
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8 for further sction to the northesst, The lat Brasilisn
'rﬂvhian would support e main effort by attaciing end holdlng
STELIO in the sast, (See ¢}

T0N OF TEE 10th MOUNTAIN INFANTHY DIVISION

1 the divistens in the amy, the 10%h Mountain Iafantry Diviaion
t'hlhlr the most unique, for it was the only one of its kind trained

: ted Statss Aray. Itz personnel, mostly volunteers, if not well
ili:’ ‘wkiing, mountain olimbding and the use of pack aniasls in all

ez mountainous terrain, when assigned to the division, was thoreughly
‘those arts in the rugged psaks md valleys around Camp Esle, Golorsdo.
Tent physical condition imparted to personnel irained in mountain-
pudim Wwas soen to be seen.

In orgenisatien, the Mountain Division differed from the standard

' ,}zﬁhiuon in several respects. Of primary impertance was the use
”» . ‘wod mules as its main means of transporting suppliss, amd the
tition of a Quarterasster Battalion in lleu of the gtend ard infantry
compsny. {10)

. ugh ons fourth of ths division wers vetsrsus of the Alsutian

; i. ‘a8 membars of the B7th Mountsin Infwntry, Shis was tho firet
N‘;'aaiqnnt for the division as & whole. (11) It had bean a long irsk

the snew covered mcuntains of Csmp Hals, through six montha of the
mﬂ hast of Comp Swift, Texas, across the Atlsatic, through the
n_&:!-uou of the Port of Faples, and up over ics coversd roads to the
‘of sunew capped MOUNT RELVEDEER.

g As the divisional units arrivei in Task Ferce 45's sdctor, they were
otated into the line to get the feel and expsrience of patrolling agsinst

4 living under the eye of the snemy. The majority of the time on the

U4 YT Personal knowledga
o711} Personal knowledge




lostigated designad to polish up small unit operations and to bring the
personne]l back to ths fime edge of physical ¢ondition nesdad for ihe coming
opsrationu, | Included in the training progras was the study of sand iable
ﬂﬁila and agrial photographe of the objective areas. Continuous recon-
naissanse was oarried out by the units a; all tises to locate the vitel
avenues of approach to the ceblectivas, the position of enemy guns, loca~
tion of mine fields, and to capture enasy persomnei to faciiitate the
devslopmant of thpir positions. Dress rehesrsals wers alsc held over
ferrain very similar to MOUNT BELVEDEBE and HIVA RIDGE.

Puring this pariod the division freant was quiet with only ineffective
sporadic shelling by the Germanw, and sn occasionsl firs fight engaged in
by patroim.

Intelligance estimates resulting from the many recomnaissance patrols
scourately placed foar enray battalions of the 232d Division defending the
MOUET BELVEDEHE, DELLA 20BBADCI4 area, with four mors battalions in reserve.
Bighty-three snemy artillery plecas had also been loeated in the EONEESR
ares,

TER DIVISION PLAN FOR THE OPERATION (3See May D)

The final division plan directsd iae lat Battalion, 86th Mountain
Infantry Vo r3ixe and hold the WCONT EASCIKKLIO, PIZZA DI CAMPIANO ridge
on B-1; %o protect “oa lefi flank of the division, and sssist by fire the
advance of tha &%tk Mounisin Infantry. {12}

The 87th Kountain Infantry, atiacking with two battalions abreast, was
asxlgned the westarn sjopes of MOUNT BEIVADEERK, Its mission was %o seise
the towns of CORONA, FLORIO, and FOLIA on the west alope, and VALFIANO on
the northwest slopes of the mountain, and to secure the wastern portion of
the summit. Upon completion of this phase, the regiment would, upen ordara,

relisve the 85th Zountain Infantry on MOUNT BELVEDERE and MO'NWT GURGOLESGO

{12} &5, innex No, 1




incinding thy ssddle batvesn, and prepars dsfenwive-pesitions. L
%o the 85%h Mowntain Infantry, sleo attacking with two battalions

sbreast, f#1l the brunt of the attack. Its mission mas So l’_mn'-thpjj_liyﬁrhf}:' o

susait of NOUR? SELVADREE ani NOUN® GOHGOLESCO %o the northeast, and prapare -
for further action to seire MOUNT LELLA TOHEACCIA. .
The 54 Battalion, 86th Mountain Infantey, on the division right flamk,
was assigned the mismion of teking the towna of SAN FIIOMRNA tndmm
on the sonthssstern slopes, The Istter objective was %o be hold until ﬁé :
18t Brasilien Infantry could move up sl taks over the positica, The B6%h
Mountain Infantry {~) would be in division reservs.
Since the saemy had gomplete obssryation of the SILLA VALILET, whigh
lay diractly south of MOUNT B'ELYMI_', the success of the plan mecessitated
movement to the assaclt positions and the assmlt itsslf be conductzd at
night. With the hope of gaining tactical surpriss, prtmnﬁnr; sftillezy
fire was ositted. Howsvar, & well coordinated fire sup.ort plan was
erganiwed for ths following days from crganic and Sorps artillezy, &3 well
as air mppors from Rover Jos of tho IXXI Tactical Afir Comeand.
FINAY. PREMIQK

Rioasnty of ihe division in the western secior of Task Force 45 were
ren—tud by the 4734 Infankry on 16 Pebruary and were concenirated ia she
TIZZAE0 area in $ha southern reaches of the SILIA YALIRY. Task Forca 45
Field Créer No. 9 received on 15 February 1945, directad thal the divisjon
revert %o IV Corps control and msmums responsibilisy for its some of sctionm,
sffective 0800, 18 February 1549. The time of attack for the main sffort
was set for 2300 hours on 19 February 1945. The lst Battalion, B6th
M¥ountain Infentry, would jump off at 23C0 hours, 18 Pebruary 1945.

4 loet minnte change in the divisional plan sugeented the lat Battalion,

85¢h Muuntain Infantry witt Company F of the 24 Batisllon.

1¢




By morning, 18 Fsbruary, all m"t: bad moved mp 39 iﬁth‘ IIM

positions in preparation for the movemens to the 1ins of ﬂwﬂm
1% Battalion, 86th Nountain Infaniry, had soved up to FARER mﬂ"
very aoaos of the spemy during the might of 17 - 18 February. m"‘ ¢
of the attack slements wers to move up sad Sake mu:--ﬁm. e 1l tf
depsrture during darkness on 18 - 1% Pebrasry. The westher hadi decems . _:
sarwer durisg She preceding dey sci the skios were clear, The meitisg
wnow, however, made fost sod vebiale movessnt ail the more difficulte
NARBATIVE _
The asssult up the cliffa of the MOUEY MANCIXRLIO, PIZZO DX CAMPLANO B
ridge sgainst the enoay ocoupying its beighis by the 1st Sattalion, B6%h.
Mountain Infantry, jumped off ea scheduled at 2500, 18 Februsry 1945.
Company A moved againet MOUNYT MANCINELID, Company B Sowsrds NOUN? mm
BUSO, sxd Cowpany C sgainst WOUNT SKREASICCIA. Compasy ¥ had been given
the mission of resching the scutbsim slcpas of ROUF? MANCINRLIO s provide
left flank security. A detashed platosn of Company 4 was given tim task
of ssouring the PIZS0 DI CAMPIANO spur %o the nortbwest. The olimd up m
rock faca was acocswplished withoat incidamt. Bowever, it was a Jong, slow,
tedions and tiriog slink for ithe mttuml; fox they carrisd all of the |
necessary sapplies o their backs. The use of sttack platoms compossd
of the sxpert moentain climbers, lsed the way in ssch cospany, pleking oot
the s:salost ssaens ¢f a difficult climb; inserting petons and fixing ropes
for ths naim body. Of considerable aid in the olimd up the firsk 1500 feot
was the srtificial meonlight thich wes cost over the area by ssarchlignt
boszs playing im the distasce. Shortly after aidnight a hase drifted over
the ridge giving added security as tbe troops nsared the tep. 4s & resuls, o

the German defepders wars taksa completely by surprise-—io sure wers they

1X



that shis appresch to thesir positions waa impassable. The atteck hit the
top of the ridgs during the rallef of the 2d Battalion, 1044th Grenadier
Ssginent by sleasnts of the 2324 Fasilier Regiment, thus giving the attaok-
ars sdditional aivantage.

A1 umite resohed their initial objectives =ith no casualtiss, Compeny
4 arrived on top of NOUNT MANCINELIO at 190300, Company B was on CAFPEL
BUSO at 190210, and Company C ssoured SEREASICCIA by 19050B. Lompany ¥
of the 24 Battellon had clesed on the southern slopes of NOUNT MANCIKLLIO
a3d bad uade coatsot with Company 4 by 190337,

Even though Coapanies B and { wore held up by scatisred small arms and
mortar firs daring the last atages of ocoupying their msaigned positiens,
Ehe battalion sucoesdsd im captaring or killing the garrisons of sach
objective, and the ridge was declsarad asescore by (90600, The first coumrter-
attacks were recelved by the platoon of Compeny i eftsr & hard mins hbour,
(13}, olimd up to the erest of FIZZ0 DI CaMPIANO. Although the main
goumiter offensivas appeared %o ba againat the ares held by Lompany 4i's
detached platoon, all units of the batfallon received and snocesafunlly
repalsad msny counterstiacks during the day of 19 February in an sttempt
by the Germans to regsin the leat vantage points cn the ridge.

The actiox Bad besn an imssnss tastical success. The cccupation gave
the division the secwxrisy sai protection it nasded for the left flank,
laring the day supperiing sngivesra earscted a tramway vhich reached Sws
thirds of the way up the cliff and moet of ths problems 1o sapply and
evpoaation were thus overcome. It slee Wlped io the movesent of tw 75 mm
pesk howitsers and seven .50 saliber machine guns to the ridge top waich
were o e ussd in supporting tho sdvance of the 8THa ¥gankwin Infantry

during tbe next phase. {34}

i14) &6, 1. 81
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THR ATDACK ACAINST MOUNT BRLYZDERR - MOUBT GORGOLESCO

With the sucosssful captura of the ridge, the rest of the MOONY
BELYEDERE attack plan wes ready $o uarell. 4s the mountain climbers of
the 1st Battalion, B6th Mountedn Infmtry, worked thair way up the ridge
%o the wast the preceding night, tbe sitack forces of ths division noved
the eight milss from SILlA end occupled pre-plenmed positions in balldiogs,
homes and barns that dotted the lsndsceps nsar the 1ins of departure.
Strict instructions were lsausd that overy ome would stay under cover, ¢nly
rounsine wmovessnt moraal to the sres wae sanctioped. 4% 2300 thst night,

19 Fabruary 1545, the main attack jumped off. The line of departurs
generslly followsd the rosd munaing from SJUARCIOLA on the loft to GREOCHIL
on the right, (Ses Xap G} .

The Ist and 2¢ Battmilons of the 87th Hountsin Infantry, the 1st
Battalion oo the right {emst), crossed the line of departure axd besded in
the direction of CORCNA, In the center sector the lat and 3d Battalions of
the 85th Mountain Infantry alsec moved out. The 3d Battalion on the laft
atarted up MOUNT BEIVEDERAX foothlills, and the ot Jatislion, several nundred..
metera %o the esat, advanced towards HOUET COHGOLESCO. On the right flaok,
the 34 Battalion, BELE Hountelin Infantry, moved gver the mutbeasiern alopes
towards S&¥ FILGMERA. (15)

Company B of the 87%h Mountaln Infentry met the rirst soemy registancs
in the fors of auperior szall arms five that ploued thes down some BOC yards
paat the line of departure. 5y usse of hsnd grensdes, ks eneay was dis-
lodged snd tke company moved on %0 the north. Rasnwhile, Company © had been
slowed dosn by & searies of mine fialds whick bad been uncoverad uy welticg
BLOW.

Just short of COBBEA, Company B sgais ran into troubls. Grasiog Ifire

sweaping down the wsaters zlopss of NUURY BELVEDERE, and srtillery fire,
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apparsntly being dirscted froa the town of CORDNA, had nalled them to the
ground. SHellef sxrived whoa Company C, having ¢loared the minms flelds by
uee of guides who had reconnoitered the area previously, sdvanced on CORCNA
and reliaved the pressurs, The two lead companies bypassed CORONA, leaving
it to be mopped up by Company i, sad prooseded to e objectives up she
neotars slepos. At 0430 the battalion resached the summit, and the town of
YALPIARO Pell to Company © at 0600,

Tha 24 Battallon of the 87%h Mountain Infantry to the vest ajso en-
countared resistance to the sast of FLOBIO anmd FOLLA shortly after midoight.
Haavy sorter, srtillery snd smell arma fire encountersd hy Company F halted
thelr forward movesent until dawn when tuey regroupad, attacked apd captnred
FLORIO &t 0615. Company G, after floundering through several mine fields,
kel zoved in%c positions weat of POLLA at 1050. The assistance of machine
gunz, 75em and small arms wapport from the CAMPIANC ridgs, amd alr support
from Rover Jos, had baen of sxtrame help after dawn in tha swecass of the
regimentts firat of fensive,

The 87tk Rmtdg Infantry ocoupied all) obectives and held the ground
from FIORIO %o POLIA through VALPIANO, aad up to NOUET BEIVADREE'S peak as
schedulied., Mesnwhile, the 85%h Moantain Infsniry was moving towards its
objectives, The 34 Battallon, elthough receiving fire of s11 fypes, had
sivapcod 59 voe vight side of MOUEY BEIVEDEREE, %The leading companies had
bagun to ensircle the peak uben hesvy small arms fire raked their positions,
Bowevar, by e weall envelopiag maneuver, ihe resistance was overcome and
 Company I reached tha top by 0410. %The battallon sscured compleis conkrol
nfithg oojective by (000, but continued to receive heavy artillery firs from
the northeast., Neverthelass, thay procaded %o consoildste thalr poai_ticm;,
dig 4n, and astablish cootact with the 1lst Battalion,

The 1a% BatSalion hed advanced up ¥UET GORGOLESCO, through known aine

fields, without incident antil shey neared tie top. Then mortar fire, which

n




was “hought %o be final protective fire, fall throughout the route of
advance, and aithough it was not heavy enough to bhalt the asdvance, it did
causo a namber of casualties. 4t 0500 the lesd companiss massulted the.
objective sgd the sumamit was in the hands of the 18t Battalion by 0610,

On the extreme right, the 3d Battalion of the 86th Mountain Infantry
had succeeded in passing through intemmittent mortar fires and into SaN
FILOMEHA by 0345 with practically no opposition.

With the 86th Monntein Infaniry securing both flanks of the divieicnm
arsa, and the 87th Hountain Infaniry occupying the gap from the westarn
flank wp %0 MOUNT BEIVEDEER Summit, the Bé'l‘-h Mountain Infantry proceded
to continne the attack towards MOUNT LELLA TORBACCIA,

THE ATTACK AGAINST HILL 1088 ‘

At 0730, 20 Flhm;q, Company 4, wshich had bsen in ressrve trailing
the lst Battalien during the initial attack, took the lead towarda Hill
1088, the next objactive enroute to MOURT DELLA TORRACCIA. Companies B
and C, after clearing the MOUNT BELVEDEBE - MCUNT GORGOLBSCG saddle,
followed in column preceding the reserve 24 Battslion. Shortly after
Company A moved over MOUN? GORGOIESCO'S ridge down on to the conseciing
saddle, it was hit with intense and accurate artillery fire, Counter
battery fire partially neutralized the shelling, bowevar, aand a definite
reduction was created by Bover Joe sircraft wialch arrived shortly after
the atimck begas, ¥he> continued to provide close in gupport for tbe
remajnder ¢f the day, bombing and strafing the enemy positions. Company
B had also bean canght in Leavy machine gun Iire and suffered many
casual tiss,

¥ithin an hour, the leading company coutinned down the ridge 1ine and
moved on to Bill 1088 st 0900. Shortly after 1000 the firss of a number of

severs countarattacks received during the dsy, was laaunched. The Battalion
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was successful in repalling them with light casualiies as thay dug in to
hold the newly won positions. 4t this tima, the Regimantal Comamndsr of
tha 85%h Mountain Infantry dirscied that the 2d Battallon pasa through
the 1at Battalion at 1800 hours smd continue the attack. 4sbout 500 yards
in front of the lat Battalion bstween Hill 1088 and Hill 1053, the 24
Battal ion met such heevy resistance in the form of small srms and artil-
lery fire, that they wers ordersd i hold up the attack and prepara %o
continue the next morning. |

In the mesntime, the 34 Battslion of the 8Eth Mountain Iafantry had
sivanced acroass the southeastern slopas of the MOUNT BELYEDERE, MOQURT
QOHGOIESCO ridge and captured the town of MAZZANCANL at 1600.

During the day preparations were completed to have the 1st Battalion,
87%h Mountsin Infaniry, raliave the 3¢ Battallion, 86th Hountain Infantry
of its poasitions on MOUET BEIVEDERE and MOUNT GCORGOLESCO on the morning of
21 Pebruary ss planned. The 3d Battalion was to rejoin $he 85th Mountain
Infantry in preparation fer the last phase.

THE ATTACK AGAINST HILL 1063

With the coming of daylight, ike 2d Batialion, 85th Mountain Infaniry,
sontinusd the sttack $hrough the irse covered approaches o Hill 1053
against well prepared positions. At about 0430 observed artillery fire
covered the ontire area forcing the battalion to sesk cover. This shelling
inflicted heavy casualties, many caused by iree burats. Later, the
battalion commander notified the Hegimental Commander that the unit was in
such serions condition that the attack could not be continued. Howaver,
he was orderad to press the attack vigorously, and by nightfzll the
battalion had securad Hill 1063. Support by Rover Joe and long range

artillery agaln susceeded in quieting the enemy's artillexy.
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During the day, the 1st Battalion, 86th Mountain Infantry was relieved
of its positions on the MOUNT MANCINELIO, PIZZ0 DI CAMPIANO ridge by ele-
mgnts of the 10th inti-Tank Battalion and the 10tk Eeconnaissance Troop.
dlso, four tanks of the 75}at Tank Battalion had besn suscessful in ressch-
ing positions on ths top of the MOUNT BRIVEDERE, MOUNT GORGOLESCO ridge,
(16}, where they woere welcome additions to the defansive organizatii om.

During the night of 21-22 Pebruary, the 24 Battalion, 85th Mountain
Infantry received intense artillery shel ling and several sounter attacks,
however, on the following morning they moved out again towards MOUNT DELLA
TORBACCIA, The battalion inched ahead against very heavy small arms fire
from wall preparsd defenaes. 4t 1700 that afternoon, being low on peoren-
nel, ammonition, foed and water, the batt-al}on wag told $o coneclidate 1ts
positions and prepare to receive supplie s aml rep! scementa,

As of 1200 on 23 February, the consolidation was still iaking place.
T& lgt and 34 Bsttulions,'aﬁth Eoustain Infantry wers in the process of
cleaning out bypassed pocketis of ensmy resistance and astablishing contact.
Bopelling counterattacks aimed at the flanks of the spearhead compoaed of
forces reanging from ten to tu‘ont; enenmy kept moet of ithe battaiions?® forces
occupled during the day. Eowaver, the preoportion and intensity of theoe
attacks had been atssdily decreasing as a result of the division's deter-
mined advances. The alrcraft of Rover Jos were ageain over the araa,
strafing and bombing artiliery positione, setting fire to enemy C. Ped, and
aszusition supply peints. (17}

Iuring the period of censvlidation, tha 3d Batta¥ien, 86%th Mountwin
Infantry, which had been moviang slong the eaatern sIopss of the GCRGOIESCO -
LAELLA POXBACCIA ridge, was ordersd te move up to the ridgs line, :,pasl

through the 24 Battalion, 86th Mountain Infentry acd prepars ¢ continue

TiE) &-5, p. 61
{37} A~B, p. 64
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ths attack to take the final objciive, This attack was to commence aé
0700, 24 Pebruary 1945, '

THE ATTACK AGAINST MOUNT DELLA TORRACCIA

Witk the exception of oacasional artillery dusls, the night passed with
nons of tha expectsd and normal counterattacks materializing as the 34
Battalion moved up to the ridge ami through the occupylug troops to the
attack area. 4s schedulsd, the attack jumped off with Gompany I on the
right sd Company L on the leff. '

The 34 Battalion Commander had found on his reconamaissance that the
ground from ths line of departure towards the objective foll away rapidly
imcediately in front of his position and continusd iz a long easy awsl]
np the side I UOUNT DELIA TCGRRACCIA. To compensate for th‘is lack of
cover and concealment, be gathered all ths machins guns of his batiaiien
and all he could borrow from ths 2¢ Battalion, and placed them in pogi~
tions $o give continucus overhead fire. It was possible for all the guns
to commence firing as the troops moved over the line of departure aci
continus this curtain of protection until the advazoed echelons were
practically on top of the saemy positions,

Thig excellsnt support together wiih well coordinated strikes by
Rover Jos allowsd the advance to move into ihe enemy positions with
littls apposition from smsll arms axi artillary firse.

an the battallon moved into the emsay poaitions with the comcurrest
1ifting of the supporting fires, they were met with axtreamely haavy
reaistanca. However, as & resalt of excellen$ fighting by &ll naxzvers,
the battalion gaived the susait of MOUNT DRLLA TORRACCIA a% 1500.

Within an henr the Germaus had recovered, and twenty minutes later

they hit the westera flank with tia last severe counterattask to be
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received in the operation., No ground was loast and ti> atback was over

at 1850. The rest of the night spasmodic attacks accompaniod by arbiliexy
and mortar fire wers launched in s plece-msal sitempt to recover the last
of the high ground overlooking the southern approaches to the valley
beyond.

By 0700 oz the morning of 26 February, the eneay had beon deZinitely
rapulsed, and the final objective was well organised,

She 10th Mountain Division had been suocessful in its firat combat
aryignment. By & vigerously pusﬁ&d attack, rfollowing & daring plan of
manenver over terrain stubbornly defonded by the eremy, ihe division had
seiszed all of its objectives, driving a very important weige inte the side
of the Getman mountain defenses. (18}

This vedge providad IV Corps the necesecary opening in the enemy's
anchor line to pour through te BOLOGNZ exd the PO VALLEY, enabling Fitéh
Army Fo complete its pian of mansaver, sm togetner with the Eritish
Bighth Army, bring victory %o 154h Army Greuv in Italy.

ABALYS IS AND CRITICISK

1. COMBAT INDOCERINATION

The oppertunity afforded elementa of the dirision %o become accustomed
to conditions of combat prior to the mctual sngagement :;.a fortunate. FPrac.
tically all echelons of the division had an opportunity %o adjust 4 front
1ime duty by actual patrol and reconnaisesnce activity. The mers fact of
1iving under combat conditions on a relatively quia’ gactor had ite eflect
on the individusl®'s meatal adjusiment to what folilowed., It was through
the use ¢f limited patrais that grew to lengShy worties through the enesy's
outposts, thal the cool and calm sveperation and soordination ac eseential

to succesaful combak, wms developed. Individual rescurcefulneas aml

(18} &~B, p. 65,
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pplidaticu of tactisal prinsiples to mounteinou

vorcanow yehisIak. ' .




The valus of studying the saud table models, serial photographs and
atereoptic pairs of the ares, which was part of the program instituted by
.tho duiuon. prior to combat, i» resdily scen, espsciasily during the night
ntuoka. The reduction in confusieon md six up somcerning looations, routes
of advancs, and cbjectives, facilitated the spoed of the attack and contrib-
nted a groat deal to ¥he eleasnt of secrsoy.

Suoh dotailed snd minnte ¥radning is essentisd to sountain operationa

conﬂmtﬂd oither in daylight or deximess.
s 'ZM‘!I.GS
- #he tactios suployed in the MOUNT BELVELSEE operation wors dictatad by
tha terrain, All yhases of the main offsnsive ware frontal attacks. Re-
gu-dlus oL dirsotion, the attackers were moving strsight into prepared
_.".'-.ﬁ'a:iglfs_-ot fire. %The attampt to dvorcoms this disadvantege resulted in the
“ iqi_i’\:p‘f several prianciples esssniial to moucksin operations: first, the
ight 'ac#'t_-_nt,- coupled with a seconc prerequisite, resvecy. The pralim!-
,'icqniait:lon of ‘the NMOUNT ‘MABCIRGLIO, CAMPIANO ridge and *he Anti.n?
:_’ttlnk of nm BRLYW Alll lﬂm Gomo.xsce, both condv.-ted at alghs
iithont puptrqtux ﬂ.rn. m ﬂcn nic @ nntthm?ing ia sheir: SUGCEIE WLan
it s rnuud hat graon trnop; were parvicipeiiag zln their: fires mtim.ﬁj- .‘ '

Lthtrd grj;aq-;i-plo;. -n;_l-i'i,:qg_l--*;:r_m_;, Athe first time with sescess in the

l&iu thutu-, '.iui:i-:fl;s_-fj-elqié.: .ééo_x"dinjt‘im ‘betwoen and. support recelved

omand. . Giéic.-m--iﬁr-mppurt._wg’s scomplishead by . - -

,-gronnd gystom minilar %o Wy systea that became so -

) knom in ethar thn&tars.

e tmrth p!‘inclplg ‘wag tos- hporhmo ot ridgoa nnd ri‘

.‘no SRCADS rrtm antihde rixe, md knpt -




4. SUPPLY AND RVACTATION

Again, s a roaul$ of sdeoquate treining ssd plmaing, the divisiocu as
a whole suffersd no diffioulty with sapply end evacustion procadures. By
use of the increased quartermsster atrength, the orgmisation of portar
platoons within the combat schelomm, aud the use of mules, supplies moved
forwerd whem they were noeded and shere they were aseded.

Evacuation of casualiies, although made even sors difficult ¥y the
#peed of the advance, had deen organiged W hsndie all moverssnt frem the
tattalion ajd statioms, locuted on topw of the mcuntalive mand ridges, by
band and mule aarrisd litiers to tha rear.

5. 2D BATEALICN, GDTH MOUNTAIN INFN,TRY

The fallure of the 24 Battalion, 05th Moumtain Infemtry, to mcve rapidly
through the tres covered ridge enroute to Hill 1053 upon receiving artillery
fire, zesaltsd in exceptionally bkeavy casualtiss. iy allewing tha battalica
tc becoms pinned dowm, the ooommmdsr net only expoesd his unit to the disas-
troun offsct of tres bursts, but lost the opporturity to move forwerd owt
of the impsct ares to force the ensay artillery te cessn firing when ths
tattalion approached the defemisd positiens. Had the h.:tt;itm moyed an
through the weoded area, Las casumltiss wuld have besn asch lighter sad
itbe cosmander would bave retsiond the jnitiative, sod of course, chtained
his obhjuctive mooh sarliar,

Any uai%, regardless of sise, mast kecp moving when fired upen by either .
susgll arms, moptar or artillery. ¥o balt and sesk cover is an invitatlion
to heavy casualties sod failure. Coatirced movenent creatss umcartainty
and cenfusiom ia the ranks of the spemy,

6. USE OF BAMMITON AKD COMPANT YEAPQES IN SEE23aL SURFORE

Although net & mermal proceduss, the cemmandar of tbe 3d Baltalies, BEsk -
_ Wowptain Infenkcy, ia bis wee of ail the satomstio weapens in his dattaliem

sad Sho=»+ be sonld warrew, gave the battallon sxoellent, asscurate, m.-_.cg;_



fire, svazhesd pretection. Thie enpleyassnt In gemeral sapport allowed

Eis unit %t move 1o such closer Shan if sziilliery snd morsar fire hod bess

enployed, '
Howarar, dus to the often sxiresely ragged tesraim found is nmtdy,_j S

and tue attendant difficulties $n displacing cespany mechine guns ferwerd

in a burry, it is bslievad this practios should nst be enseuvreged. Zhe

spperiunity %o use ihe guns in defenss against counteratiecks werld anrsal- .

17 be Jost if they were continually Xeps in gersyal sugpert. |

7+ NOUNPATE WARFARE

It is, 1 believe, lozinad 4o asmum tant moanialz waiiare can well bo |
classed ar & special type speration Just e» saphibious, jwagle or sizberne
operations are clsssed, This fact 1s born out by tim difficulties of legie~ o
tical support, svacuation, snd mare living, ®hich &Il units ansouptersd
when they ware first cosmitted to Jembat in monntainsus ﬁtuﬁn. By paiw
tris] and errer, thass units overcame the lack of knowledge and training
nacessary to auccess in smch cosbak. They alse were quick im the umaug;- .
thet ceriain saquipment narmal te a atasdard infardry divixien wes ne¥
suitable fer sporations in the mommtsime snd that specisiized equipmsnt sad
a medifisd ongenisation wers needed. Tos, they loarmsd tiat a kuowledge of
conditiona %o be found in asuch terrain, such sa thick fog, sadden alorma
and axirexs temperaturs chenges, a3 well as mantsy cagabilitfies shas cob-
froated with presipitons ridzes cao work %o bis dvantage.

e 10th Moaniain Diviefon hed bsen thoreughly ivsimed for this %ype
of task, Thay proved that axaggeratsd terraia and its attandant 4ifficnlw~
ties cemld be overpoms to tha point ef axceptiomsl tsctical wuecess. They
had been provided with specisl equipmens and trained in iie use %o facili-
tate movesent asd living usdsr these depsnding conditisms. The orgaulsatiea
ef the dirisica had slsv deer modifisd % mset the spocialized requiresants
in terrain, which limited fresdom of mevemeni sud males wmpply snd comsuni.

oatisn undaly difficult,
N
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